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long-jump, discus, javelin throw, wrestling, and boxing. 
The element of danger in chariot racing is illustrated with 
a reading from Sophocles while a chariot race scene from 
a movie is played out before a cheering crowd. 

In the section entitled “Rewards, Scandals, and Poli- 
tics,” Romano notes that only a first prize was given for 
each event, and the victorious athletes were given a free 
meal every day in their home towns. The monuments 
described by Pausanias are given brief mention, and an ode 
‘ of Pindar is read illustrating the fact that both the victor 
and his home city were honored. Several examples of 
victors are given along with their stories, and a discussion 
of women’s participation is included. 

The visuals of this video are excellent with coins, vase 
paintings, sculptures, and pictures of the sites accompanied 
by maps, models, and line drawings. These ancient 
artifacts are sometimes compared to, sometimes superim- 
posed on, modern athletic contests. The readings of the 
Pindaric ode, Homer’s /liad, and the athletes’ oath are also 
used to good effect in bringing to the modern student the 
importance, the tension, and the excitement of the ancient 
Olympics. 
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Reproducible worksheets 
Etymology 

Aeneida 

Certamina 

Periculum 

Vocabulary 

Stained Glass Windows 


Farrago contains tips for new and experienced teachers 
on etymology and its place in the Latin classroom, on 
themes and figures of speech in the Aeneid, and on | 
commonly confused words in Latin. The Stained 
Glass Windows (“Fenestrae Romanae”) offer a unique 
activity that helps students to recognize parts of 
speech and endings of nouns and verbs. Periculum 
Latinum (similar to “Jeopardy!”) and Novice, 
Intermediate, and Advanced Certamina are engaging 
classroom games that add diversity to learning. 


Illus., 842” x 11” (1997) 
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